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MEMAPANDOM

Subject: Reporting Withdravals as Pinal Permit Determinations

Prom: John A, Skinner, Dlroctor/j/

Qffice of Solid Waste

Tot Hazardous Waste Division Directors, Regions I-X

Purpose

_ This memo {s in response to your inquiries concerning how to
report permit withdrawvals {n the Strategic Planning and Management
System (SPMS), It replaces all earlier guidance in this regard.

Requirements for a Withdrswal Pinal Determination

Por SPMS purposes, & permit anplication is considered with-
drawn wvhen BPA, or an authorized state, aporoves the closure
plan for the facility follovwing an inspection, a public notice
of the plan, and response to comments. Termination of interina
status through perwit denlal ls not a prerequisite for counting
a withdrawal as a final determination, nor does it matter vhether

the Part % request nrecipitated the closure or wvhether the facility
voluntarily chose to close i{n the absence of a Part B request.

As discussed in previous guidance and in conversations we have
had, {t {s a regional and state decision whether to proceed to
deny a permit and terminate interim status for facilities which
request withdraval. Note, if you deny a permit for facilities which
have withdrawn (as defined above), this permit denial should not
be reported as a “permnit denial® final determination in SPMS since
the "permit denial® category is reserved for facilities which re-
quested a pertmit and were denied because they failad to submit arn
adequate Pacrt B and/or failed to show compliance with the Part 264
standards. We are developing separate guidance on how and when to
terminate the {nterim status of facilities.



Protective Pllern

In no case should the withArawal of a protective filer be
tenarted as 8 final permit determination., A withdraval is con-
sidered » final determnination only {f the facility qualitied
for {nteri~ status, requesteod wvithdrawal (e.g., went out o
business, changed vaste streans, moved to un?.r 90=day storaqe),
an {nspection was conducted of the facility,/and a closure plan
was approved after public notice.

Less Than QO-daz Scorers

Regarding less than 90=day storers, some regions have asked
vhether closure plans should be required and, if so, when such
plans should be implemented. We are also developing guidance {n
this area; i{n the interism, you should report reversions to less than
90~day storage as final determinations in SPM3 only {f the procedures
outlined in this wemo are followed (i{.e., inspection, public notice,
closurea olan apnroval, etc.). Depending on our future guidance
on facilities vhich have become less than 90-day storers, ve may

track .ettv!tlon related to actusl eclasure of these facilities
outside the EPHNE gystem entirely. :

Neow Pacilities That WithApsw

Apelications withdrawvn for nev facilities vill not be counted
ss final Aeterminations {n SPMS since there is no closure process
for thaems acllities., Powever, you ehnuld {ndicate theae vithirawvals
{n eha munve narmit actinn record becsuse wve do wvant a record ot
thesa actions to assist us {n evaluating recional wvorkload., (If FPA,
or an authorized gtate, drafted a permit (or a notice of {ntent to
deny & permit) prior to the annlicant's request for withdraval, the
dratt pernit {s counted in SPMS towards the region's commitment for
draft permits).

AWDMS Data Elements

e recocnise that you may need to chanage your procedures for
reporting final detarminations in RWDMS to accoamodate this gulidance.
The OSW Information Ranagement Task Porce reviewed a draft of thia
guidance during their meeting of June 19 and 20 and made recomnends-
tions for chancing the renortina procedures to minimize the burden
in the recions. The prizary changes involve recefining some of the
codes undar the C110% comnonent (facility status {nformaticn), Ve
vill be sendinn a memorancdum to you shortly recuesting your comments
non the Tast Porces' recormmendationa. 0Nntil the final revortina
procedures for RUDNS are developed, ve vill continue to verity the
nu=her of withdraval final cdeterminations over the phone with vcur
staff before we forvard thia information tor use in SPAMS.,



If you ‘have any queetions Qr comments please contact
Peter Guerrero on 8-382-4740 or Doug Ruby on 8=382<4499.

Attachment

cct HRatardous Waste Branch Chiefs, Regions I-X
AWDMS RPOs, Regions I-=X
Peter Guerrero '
Steve levv



